
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement from Alderman Mike McGee, Jr. 
May 25, 2006 

 
Although I know “Thriller” is considered the top-selling album of all time, I want to 
make it clear that I am not trying to change my legal name to “Michael Jackson” (as 
some people have been led to believe). 
 
I am trying to legally change my name to Michael Imanu McGee because I would like to 
obtain a U.S. Passport for international travel. However, I’ve had difficulties doing this 
because when I was born, my father was using his birth name, Michael Jackson, so the 
last name on my birth certificate is “Jackson.” 
 
I was born when my father was serving in the U.S. Army in Vietnam. After my father 
returned home from the war, he was adopted, and then started using “McGee” as his last 
name because it is the last name of his adoptive father. In turn, I was then given the 
McGee last name, as well, and have used it ever since. 
 
Again, I have been told by federal authorities that because my last name does not match 
the last name on my birth certificate, I must have my name legally changed to McGee to 
meet the legal requirements that will allow me to get a U.S. Passport. 
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